Most people dream about
changing careers, but few do
it. So how amazing when two
sisters decide to enroll together
at Parsons The New School for
Design in 2005 and completely
change their lives. That is exactly
what Julia and Natalia Alarcon
did they went on to create Lialia
an inspiring label that reminds
our denim-clad culture of the
value of dressing well.

Although their mother was
a seamstress, the thought
of fashion designing was
far fetched as Natalia was
a contract negotiator for
engineering and construction
companies, and Julia was
assistant director of the
Pittsburgh Zoo. After Parsons
both ladies interned at Phi,
and Natdalia also worked for
KateSpade, Michael Kors,
Reyes, and Oscar de la Renta.
Although the siblings have an
equal role in the design process,
Julia handles most of the
business side.

The sisters’ current collection
was inspired by the style and
tone of the movie Suspicion and
an era when a woman took
great with her appearance. The
name Lialia, is a play on the
sisters’ names, with a nod to their
Spanish heritage.
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